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INTRODUCTION

Reproductive health is a complex social, economic, as well as medical phenomenon. Improving reproductive and maternal health requires a comprehensive approach and action by high level policy makers including strengthening of health infrastructure; educating and empowering women and men; social mobilization and community participation. Reproductive health has been addressed in one of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) agreed by the UN member states. The Governments have agreed on the task to reduce maternal mortality by three-quarters and reaffirmed the target for achieving universal access to reproductive health (RH) by 2015 that was established at the International Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in 1994. 

We are more than halfway to the 2015 deadline to achieve MDG 5 and the ICPD Programme of Action. Significant progress has been made in improving reproductive and maternal health worldwide. The countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia (EECA) are  among those who have improved reproductive health of women, including reducing the rate of abortion and increasing the use of modern contraceptive. Despite the successes, many countries still face significant challenges in achieving universal access to reproductive health and the target in reducing maternal deaths. 

Improvements in maternal mortality between and within countries remain unequal.  The Central Asian countries have a higher maternal mortality than European nations. Throughout the region women from minorities, people living in poverty, migrants and internally displaced persons appear to be systematically disadvantaged in benefiting from maternal and reproductive health care.

Factors contributing to the disparities in maternal health vary from country to country. There are issues, however, which are common to the region and need to be considered by Governments to attain MDG 5. These include strengthening health care system to meet needs of disadvantaged populations, improving policies on maternal and reproductive health, and supporting evaluation and research on maternal and reproductive health.

Now is the time for governments to renew high level commitment to reproductive health and mainstream reproductive health needs of disadvantaged populations in national strategies. The high-level meeting on maternal health marks ICPD/15 and aims to take stock of the progress in attaining the MDG 5, celebrate achievements, and renew political commitment to further increasing access to reproductive health services, improving maternal health and reducing maternal mortality and morbidity in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

It will give an opportunity to discuss existing challenges and obstacles that impede further reduction of maternal mortality and morbidity, especially among disadvantaged populations; and share strategies and key actions that can make a difference in the health of women in the region. 



AGENDA
	
	November 11, 2009

	Importance of the MDG 5
	08:30 – 09:00
	
Registration of participants 


	
	09:00 - 09:30
	Opening Ceremonies
Ms. Thea Fierens, Director EECARO,UNFPA
H.E. Dr. Recep Akdag, Minister of Health of Turkey

	
	09:30 – 10:15
	Keynote Addresses:
H.E. Dr. Recep Akdag, Turkey: Comprehensive approach to reproductive health as a critical factor for advancing national development

Hon. Christine McCafferty, UK: Critical role of the implementation of ICPD Programme of Action in achieving the MDGs

	
	10:15 – 10:35
	Break

	Taking Stock of the Achieved Progress
	10:35 – 11:20
	Progress in attaining MDG 5 in Eastern Europe and Central Asia
Chair: Ms. Thea Fierens, UNFPA
Dr. Gunta Lazdane, WHO Europe: Achieving universal access to RH in the region
Ms. Sue Newport, UNFPA: Overview of results of the desk review study on maternal health


	
	11:20 – 12:30
	Challenges in reducing maternal mortality and achieving universal access to reproductive health in the context of national development
Chair: H.E. Dr. Petrit Vasili, Albania
Dr. Monir Islam, WHO: Improving maternal health: key challenges and effective strategies in European region
Dr. Hedia Belhadj, UNFPA: Universal access to RH services and global health systems
Mr. Abdo Yazbeck, World Bank: Impact of health reforms on RH




	
	12:30 – 13:30 
	Lunch

	Lessons Learned and Best Practices
	13:30 – 14:30
	Reaching out to disadvantaged populations
Chair: Ms. Vicky Clayes, IPPF 
 Dr. Nina Ferencic, UNICEF: Health services focused on most at risk youth
 Dr. Susannah Mayhew, LSHTM: Reducing unmet needs for family planning among disadvantaged populations
 Ms. Nadica Janeva, Macedonia: Ensuring access to RH services for poor

	
	14:30 – 15:30
	Reproductive Health Services: Quality, Continuity and Linkages 
Chair: Dr. Gunta Lazdane, WHO
Ms. Elizabeth Bennour, IPPF: Improving quality of RH services including safe abortion to reduce risk of maternal mortality and morbidity
Dr. Mehmet Rifat Köse, Turkey: Effective implementation of health policies supporting universal access to high quality RH in Turkey
Dr. Abdimannap Muratov, Kyrgyzstan: Implementation of national maternal and child health program using SWAp


	
	15:30 – 15:50
	Break 

	
	15:50 – 16:30 
	Understanding needs of disadvantaged populations, causes of maternal deaths and morbidity for informed policy decision making
Chair: Dr. Monir Islam, WHO
H.E. Dr. Vladimir Hotineanu, Moldova: Health MIS and maternal audit in Moldova 
Dr. Asamidin Kamilov, Uzbekistan: Institutionalizing maternal audit in Uzbekistan 
Prof. Dimitrie Nanu, Romania: Maternal Mortality Analysis and Research in Romania, Challenges and Lessons Learned





	Making a Difference: Statement of Commitment and Key Actions
	16:30 – 17:30
	Key strategies and actions to further improve maternal and reproductive health of people, and particularly of disadvantaged populations in EECA region
Round Table Discussions
Break 


	
	17:30 – 18:15
	Plenary Discussion and Adoption of the Statement of Commitment and Key Actions to achieve the MDG 5
Chair: Ms. Thea Fierens, UNFPA


	
	18:15 – 18:30
	Closing

	
	19:00 – 21:00
	Cocktail reception and cultural event
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